
OUTCOME 4 and OUTCOME 8 and Associated Indicators 

 

Either Outcome 4 and/or Outcome 8 must be selected as the deliverable for the proposal.   
For Outcome 4, Indicator 2a. shall be the deliverable.  Indicator 1. will be considered in 
addition to Indicator 2a. 
For Outcome 8, Indicators 6. and/or 7. shall be the deliverable.  
 

Outcome 4: Enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops though greater capacity of 
sustainable practices of specialty crop production resulting in increased yield, reduced inputs, 
increased efficiency, increased economic return, and/or conservation of resources. 
 

Indicators: 
1. Numbers of plant/seed releases (i.e., cultivars, drought‐tolerant plants, organic, enhanced 
nutritional composition, etc.) ______ 
2. Adoption of best practices and technologies resulting in increased yields, reduced inputs, 
increased efficiency, increased economic return, and conservation of resources (select at 
least one below). 
a. Number of growers/producers indicating adoption of recommended practices 
_______ 
b. Number of growers/producers reporting reduction in pesticides, fertilizer, water 
used/acre _______ 
c. Number of producers reporting increased dollar returns per acre or reduced costs per 
acre _____ 
d. Number of acres in conservation tillage or acres in other best management practices 
_______ 
3. Number of habitat acres established and maintained for the mutual benefit of pollinators 
and specialty crops_____ 
 

Outcome 8: Enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops through enhancing or improving the 
economy as a result of specialty crop development. 
 

Indicators: 
1. Number of new rural careers created _______ 
2. Number of new urban careers created _______ 
3. Number of jobs maintained/created_______ 
4. Number of small businesses maintained/created _______ 
5. Increased revenue/increased savings/one‐time capital purchases (in dollars) _______ 
6. Number of new beginning farmers who went into specialty crop production _____ 
7. Number of socially disadvantaged famers who went into specialty crop production_________ 
 

Additional information: 
 Beginning Farmer is an individual or entity that has not operated a farm or ranch for 

more than 10 years and substantially participates in the operation. 
 Socially Disadvantaged Farmer is a farmer who is a member of a socially disadvantaged 

group.  
 A Socially Disadvantaged Group is a group whose members have been subject to 

discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an 
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. 


