
HAWAII STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
 

September 20, 2016 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI) 
 

UNIVERSAL NEWBORN HEARING SCREENING AND INTERVENTION 
PROGRAM 

 
The Department of Health (DOH), Newborn Hearing Screening Program (NHSP) seeks 
applications to provide family-based services via this RFI for a grant application with the 
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). 
 
This request is being issued for the purpose of including a provider in the federal grant 
application which may result in a contract with the provider if the State is awarded the 
grant. 
 
Service specifications are related to supporting the State of Hawaii in: 
1. Efforts on initiatives that include increasing health professionals’ knowledge and 

engagement; improving access to early intervention services and language 
acquisition; and improving family engagement, partnership, and leadership. 

2. For the purposes of this specification, services will include: 
a. Coordination of services with other agencies and resources in the community 

including but not limited to Early Intervention Section (EIS), Children and Youth 
with Special Health Needs Section, and Genomics Section programs. 

b. Family support services provided to families of children at risk or with hearing 
loss. 

c. Engagement and connection with parents and families in the community.   
d. Development, implementation, and maintenance of learning communities for 

newborn hearing screening, follow-up services for newborns that fail hearing 
screening, and intervention services for children confirmed with hearing loss. 

3. Participation in evaluation activities for the project. 
4. Partnering with HRSA’s Family Leadership in Language and Learning Center after it 

begins operations on April 1, 2017.   
 
Criteria by which applicants will be evaluated for selection:   
HRSA specifically expects the family organization to provide statewide family support to 
families, parents, and caregivers of newborns and infants who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
 
Applicants shall submit the attached application.  Applicants will be evaluated for 
selection based on completion of their application which will utilize a five (5) point 
Likert Scale.  
  
Written responses are to be submitted by 4:00 p.m., Thursday, September 29, 2016, via 
email, fax, or postal mail and may be directed to: 
 



Contact Person: 
 
Sylvia Mann, Genomics Section Supervisor 
Hawaii Department of Health 
741 Sunset Avenue 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96816 
Email:  sylvia@hawaiigenetics.org 
Phone:  (808) 733-9063 
Fax:  (808) 733-9068 
 
 
Neither the DOH nor respondent(s) have any obligation under this RFI.  The DOH may 
engage in further informal discussions to gather additional information and 
recommendations to assist in developing the grant application.  The DOH reserves the 
right to incorporate or not incorporate any recommendations or comments submitted in 
response to this RFI. 
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