
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION - OFFICE OF FISCAL SERVICES

REQUEST and NOTICE OF EXEMPTION FROM PROCUREMENT

PART I - REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM PROCUREMENT

1. TO: DOE Chief Procurement Officer (send completed original form to OFS Procurement and Contracts Branch)

FROM: School Food Services Branch, OSFSS
(Name of School or Program)

The school/program named above requests a procurement exemption as follows below.

2. This exemption is requested pursuant to:
^§103D-102(b)(4), MRS and Chapter 3-120, HAR or
□§103F-101 (a)(4), HRS and Chapter 3-141, HAR

3. island/District: |3 Statewide or

□Oahu DHawaii QKauai QMaui

4. Description of the proposed purchase (attach additionai sheets if necessary):
Indicate one category: Mqood Qservice nconstruction □Health/Human service Oprofessional service
Brief description: This exemption shall cover the purchase of fresh fruits and vegetables for the Department of Education's
(HiDOE) USDA Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP).
DOE has received a SY2016-17 allocation of $1,951,747.50 of federal United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
funding to serve approximately 30,315 students in Grades K-12 in 64 schools to benefit from having Fresh Fruit &
Vegetable Program snacks. The FFVP is a federally assisted program providing free fresh fruits and vegetables to
students in participating elementary schools during the school day.

5. Vendor Information
Name: Various Vendors Statewide
Address:

6. Term of Contract
From: Approval of CPO
To: May 31,2017

7. Total Cost:
NTE $2,000,000

8. Explanation describing how procurement by competitive means is either not practicable or not advantageous to the State
(attach additional sheets if necessary):

The goal of the FFVP is to improve children's overall diet and create healthier eating habits to impact their present and future
health. The FFVP will help schools create healthier school environments by providing healthier food choices; expanding the
variety of fruits and vegetables children experience; and increasing children's fruit and vegetable consumption.

in 2011, the HiDOE competitively solicited for fresh produce, however that solicitation resulted in no offers being submitted. At
that time, market research indicated vendors were hesitant to contract with the HIDOE as availability and pricing for these
products were often unstable and subject to change. SFSB continues to engage with the vendors and the farmers in an effort to
learn and conduct research on what the market would bear. In June and August 2016 the HIDOE competitively solicited for
FFVP. While offers were received in response to both solicitations, errors in the documents submitted resulted in no responsive
offers, in order to meet the goals of the FFVP for SY2016-17, providing fresh fruits and vegetables to the HIDOE children
cannot wait as a successful competitive solicitation is conducted.

Although the HIDOE is working toward producing a successful solicitation, further communication and education between the
vendors, the farmers, and the State is necessary. Availability and supply of fresh fruits and vegetables change with the seasons
and further effort to engage with the vendors and the growers is necessary to discuss the competitive process and seasonal
availability of fresh fruits and vegetables to help with a successful competitive solicitation.

Lastly, each FFVP school has the flexibility to develop their own implementation plan like choosing what to offer, how many days
a week it will be offered (schools are encouraged to offer the FFVP no less than 2 days a week) and what times during the day
to provide these free fresh fruits and vegetables to their students. Such flexibility allows each school to implement a successful
FFVP however it creates a widely varying purchasing demand.

As 2016 comes to an end, it is not practicable and not advantageous for the HIDOE to procure fresh fruits and vegetables by
competitive means and have contracts in place before the end of this school year to meet the goals and the needs of the FFVP.
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