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Hawaii Department of Health 
Adult Mental Health Division 

 
Request for Information (RFI) 
RFI Number AMHD 420-3-17 

MENTAL HEALTH BLOCK GRANT FUNDS 
Statewide 

 
Before issuing a Request For Proposals for statewide, mental health block grant, short-
term projects for persons with severe and persistent mental illness (SPMI), the Adult 
Mental Health Division (AMHD) is seeking comments from interested parties on the 
availability and interest of potential service providers, staffing capabilities for these 
services, and other information on local conditions and areas of concern. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE SERVICE:  The AMHD plans the procurement of short-term 
projects that are innovative, promising and utilizing evidence-based practices that can be 
demonstrated to be cost effective, sustainable, and measureable.  These short-term 
projects will be used for improving the scope, quality and delivery of mental health 
services in the State of Hawaii to severely and persistently mentally ill adults that meet 
the AMHD’s criteria. 
 
WHERE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE:  To receive a copy of 
the RFI by mail or fax, please contact Ms. Enid Kagesa, AMHD Contracts Coordinator. 
 
SUBMITTAL DEADLINE FOR RESPONSE TO THE RFI:  Responses to this RFI 
are requested by Tuesday, October 4, 2016. 
 
FORM OF RESPONSE REQUESTED:  Interested parties are requested to reply in 
writing to any or all of the questions stated in the RFI.  Responses may be of any length 
and in any format elected by respondents.  Responses may be sent by mail or fax.  
 
DATE AND LOCATION OF ORIENTATION MEETING:  AMHD does not intend 
to hold an orientation meeting as part of this RFI. 
 
AMHD CONTACT PERSON:  Responses to this RFI or questions concerning it should 
be addressed to: Enid Kagesa, Contracts Coordinator 
   1250 Punchbowl Street, Room 256 
   Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
   Telephone:  (808) 586-4667   Fax:  (808) 586-4745 
 
Interested parties should note the following: 
 
1. Participation in the RFI process is optional, and is not required in order to respond 
 to any subsequent procurement by the AMHD.  
 



2. Neither the Department of Health, AMHD nor any interested party responding to  
 the RFI has any obligation under this process. 
 
3. The purchasing agency reserves the right to adopt any recommendations 
 presented in the response to the RFI. 
 
4. This RFI does not commit AMHD to solicit or award a contract or to pay any 
 costs incurred in the preparation of information submitted.  AMHD reserves the 
 right to accept, reject, or utilize without obligation, any information submitted in 
 response to this request. 
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The State of Hawaii, Department of Health, Adult Mental Health Division (AMHD) is 
issuing this Request for Information (RFI) to seek input about innovative, promising and 
evidence-based practices for short-term projects that can be demonstrated to be cost 
effective, sustainable, and measureable.  These short-term projects will be used for 
improving the scope, quality and delivery of mental health services in the state, and be 
subject to State of Hawaii for procurement.   
 
The information received through this RFI will assist AMHD in preparing for a Request 
for Proposal (RFP).  This solicitation will be from state agencies, non-profit 
organizations, and individuals that provide mental health care and services for adults (21 
years or older), either exclusively or as a component of its overall services.  Interested 
groups or individuals submitting information should not include specific cost or 
customized pricing documentation, as this is an information gathering exercise, not a 
formal solicitation of a specific requirement (such as in a RFP document).   
 
Participation in the RFI is optional, and is not required to respond or subject to 
procurement.  Neither the purchasing agency nor the interested parties have any 
obligation under the RFI.  Responses will not be posted, however a summary of 
responses shall be posted on the AMHD website.  In addition, responses to the RFI will 
be considered public information and, as such, the State makes no representation it can or 
will, maintain the confidentiality of such information.   
 
Further, this RFI does not commit AMHD to solicit or award a contract or pay any costs 
incurred in the preparation of information submitted.  AMHD reserves the right to accept, 
reject, or utilize without obligation, any information submitted in response to this request. 
 
A.   BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The State of Hawaii, Department of Health is the recipient of the Community Mental 
Health Services Block Grant (MHBG) which is funded by the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).  SAMHSA provides this funding to 
support substance abuse and mental health prevention, treatment, recovery support, and 
other services to supplement Medicaid, Medicare, and private insurance services. 
 
SAMHSA’s six strategic priorities that these short-term projects should be based: 
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1.   Prevention of Substance Abuse and Mental Illness:  Focuses on the prevention of 
substance abuse, severe mental illness (SMI) by maximizing opportunities to create 
environments where individuals, families, communities, and systems are motivated 
and empowered to manage their overall emotional, behavioral, and physical health.   

2.    Health Care and Health Systems Integration:  Focuses on health care and 
integration across systems including systems of particular importance for persons 
with behavioral health needs such as community health promotion, health care 
delivery, specialty prevention, treatment and recovery, and community living needs.   

3.    Trauma and Justice:  Focuses on trauma and justice by integrating a trauma-
informed approach throughout health, behavioral health, human services, and 
related systems to reduce the harmful effects of trauma and violence on individuals, 
families, and communities.  

4.    Recovery Support:  Emphasis is on person-centered planning.  Recovery support 
promotes partnering with people in recovery from mental and substance use 
disorders and their family members to guide the behavioral health system and 
promote individual, program, and system-level approaches that foster health and 
resilience (including helping individuals with behavioral health needs be well, 
manage symptoms, and achieve and maintain abstinence), increase housing to 
support recovery, reduce barriers to employment, education, and other life goals, 
and secure necessary social supports in their chosen community.  

5.    Health Information Technology:  Ensures that the behavioral health system 
including states, community providers, patients, peers, and prevention specialists to 
fully participate with the general healthcare delivery system in the adoption of 
health information technology.  This includes interoperable electronic health 
records (EHRs) and the use of other electronic training, assessment, treatment, 
monitoring, and recovery support tools.  

6.    Workforce Development:  Supports active strategies to strengthen the behavioral 
health workforce through technical assistance, training, and focused programs.  The 
initiative promotes an integrated, aligned, competent workforce that enhances the 
availability of prevention and treatment for substance abuse and mental illness, 
strengthens the capabilities of behavioral health professionals, and promotes the 
infrastructure of health systems to deliver competent, organized behavioral health 
services.   

 
MHBG funds cannot be used for the following purposes: 
1. Inpatient services; 
2. Cash payments to intended recipients of health services; 
3. Purchase or improve land or buildings; 
4. Purchase of major medical equipment; and 
5.  Provide financial assistance to any entity other than a public or non-profit. 
 
The targeted populations to be considered are:  
1. Individuals with mental and/or substance use disorders who are homeless or 

involved with the criminal justice systems;  
2. Individuals with mental and/or substance use disorders who live in rural areas;  
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3. Underserved racial and ethnic minority and Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, and 
Transgendered populations;  

4. Persons with disabilities; or  
5. Community populations for environmental prevention activities, including policy 

changing activities, and behavior change activities to change community, family 
and business norms through laws, policy and guidelines and enforcement.  

 
B. INFORMATION REQUESTED 
 
 Interested parties are invited to provide feedback to any or all of the following areas 

below: 
 

Question 1:   Describe how these short-term projects/proposals should promote: 
a.   Prevention of Substance Abuse and Mental Illness 

 b.   Health Care and Health Systems Integration 
c.   Trauma and Justice 
d. Recovery Support 
e. Health Information Technology 
g. Workforce Development  

 
Question 2: What are/could be the short-term project deliverables, milestones 

or outcomes? 
 
Question 3: Are there appropriate strategies that should be included in the 

short-term projects to ensure the most efficient and appropriate use 
of resources? 

 
Question 4: If an RFP is issued for the State of Hawaii, are you interested in 

submitting a project/proposal for the SAMHSA’s strategic 
initiatives in your area? 

 
 Yes__________    No__________ 
 
Question 5: What recommendations do you have regarding appropriate staffing 

of the project/proposal, needed infrastructure for implementing a 
SAMHSA initiative? 

 
C. SUBMITTAL DEADLINE FOR RESPONSE TO THE RFI:   
 
 Responses to this RFI are requested by Tuesday, October 4, 2016. 
 
D. FORM OF RESPONSE REQUESTED:   
 
 Interested parties are requested to reply in writing to any and all of the questions 

stated above.  Responses may be of any length and in any format elected by 
respondents.  Responses may be sent by mail or facsimile. 
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E. DATE AND LOCATION OF ORIENTATION MEETING:   
 
 AMHD does not intend to hold an orientation meeting as part of the RFI. 
 
F. AMHD CONTACT PERSON:   
 
 Responses to this RFI or questions concerning it should be addressed to:     
  Enid Kagesa, Contracts Coordinator 
  1250 Punchbowl Street, Room 256 
  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
  Telephone:  (808) 586-4667     Fax:  (808) 586-4745 
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